Return Migration after the Fukushima Nuclear Disaster: The Impact of Institutional and Individual Factors.
This paper aims to elucidate the factors that have influenced return migration after the Fukushima nuclear disaster, focusing on the impacts of lifting evacuation orders, terminating monetary compensation and housing subsidies, and socio-demographic factors. Based on the analysis of statistical data about evacuees, a questionnaire completed by 289 evacuees and 19 semi-structured interviews with people from disaster-affected areas, we found that while lifting the evacuation order has had no immediate effects on the return of evacuees, terminating compensation and housing subsidies have had a significant effect. A strong sense of home attachment, property possession in home areas, job obligations, and having family members living in the home location are the determinants of the evacuees' decision to return. The paper suggests that there could be differing views among Japanese government officials and evacuees regarding radiation exposure risk and the degree infrastructure and social services have been rehabilitated in the affected areas. This article is protected by copyright. All rights reserved.